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                     EMERITUS OF HISTORY, BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY

Title Composer/Lyricist Date - Notes 

EJ 50th Anniversary remarks  (1:06) George F. Johnson, EJ President 1931- Intro music by EJ Workers Band, conducted by Frank Tei. 

EJ Chorus Remembers   (4:48) Stories  Megan Lindsay & Bob Hunt, with Wayne Beddoe, Duane Payne,  
Eileen Morris Stone, Patricia Morris Woodruff.  Recorded 7/2009. 

EJ Chorus Opening Medley  (3:00) Medley, Lyrics by Eugene Farrell  
Arranged by Ken Turner 

From the 1950s-60s EJ Chorus members' songbook.   
      Trio - Jessica Carl, Jaclyn      Tokos, Emilee Wacendak. 

The Endicott Johnsons   (2:52) Phillip Evans, Endicott, NY 1919 - Published in the monthly EJ Workers Review. 

Shine On Harvest Moon  (2:15) Nora Hayes, Lyrics by Jack 
Norworth, Arranged by Ken Turner 1899 - A favorite of the EJ Workers Chorus. 

Sundays in the Park with George F. 
   (2:39)   Nancy Berry, Megan Lindsay, Morris Sisters, Sal Poliziano, & Jack 

Caprio describe concerts at En Joie Park.  Recorded 7/2009. 

George M. Cohan Medley  (2:16) George M. Cohan 
Arranged by EJ Workers Band 

1906 - You're A Grand Old Flag; 1904 - The Yankee Doodle Boy. 
Recorded 12/2001 in Dr. Bob Carman's dental office. 

High School Cadets March  (2:38) John Phillip Sousa, Arranged by  
Dr. William Black, Carrousel Music 

1890 - Carousel music says "summer" in the Triple Cities.  A 1922 
Sunday concert by Sousa's band in violation of NY Blue Laws 
and the resulting arrest of Harold Albert caused a national stir. 

A Maiden Fair To See   (2:18) Arthur Sullivan & W. S. Gilbert 1878 - Recorded at a 7/2002 Summer Savoyard performance 
of H.M.S. Pinafore at Binghamton University.  

Cry Me A River    (3:38) Arthur Hamilton 1953 - Recorded 6/2009 at the Schorr Family Firehouse Stage,  
a venue within     the Goodwill Theatre     Performing      Arts Complex...

Return To Sorrento   (2:08) Ernesto De Curtis 1906 - Accordion music was a key element of Sunday concerts. 

Count Your Blessings  (2:33) Irving Berlin 1954 - Wayne Beddoe reprises his childhood performance at 
an EJ Workers Band Sunday concert in En Joie Park. 

Industrial King March   (3:22) W. W. Surdam, Arranged by 
Richard Van Auken 

1919 - "Dedicated to Geo. F. Johnson" by the composer.  
Recorded 7/2009 on the Broome County Forum Theater Organ. 

Marching Along Together   (1:32) Edward Pola  & Franz Steininger  
Arranged by Ken Turner  1932 - Traditional close to Sunday concerts in En Joie Park. 

Scuffing Along Together   (1:24) Johnny Hart & Jack Caprio 1948 - A favorite at Union Endicott High School assemblies. 

As Time Goes By   (2:38) Herman Hupfeld 1931 - Includes rarely performed original first verse (spoken) 
decrying the advance of 20th c. technology. 

EJ Shoes    (1:52)  Jesse Fuller,  EJ Shoes Lyrics by 
Carousel Harmony Chorus After San Francisco Bay Blues - 1954; EJ Shoes Lyrics - 2008. 

Darktown Strutters Ball    (1:53) Shelton Brooks 1917 - Echoes of the EJ Workers Chorus' mostly male harmonies. 

The Guide Step   (1:08) Buddy DeSylva, Lyrics by EJ   
Arranged by Ken Turner 

After If You Knew Susie - 1925; EJ lyrics composed to celebrate 
the 1952 launch of a scientifically designed line of shoes. 

Przaśniczka - The Spinner   (1:33) Stanislav Moniuszko c. 1860 - Polish folk song recorded at a 1983 Kopernik Society 
Recital, Roberson Museum, Binghamton, NY. 

Koline, Koline    (1:49) František Kmoch 1906 - Czech love song that takes place in a pub in Koline, a 
small town near Prague.  Recorded 7/2009 by Dan Sablich. 

Rockin' the Kolomyjka    (1:53) Traditional,  Arranged by  
Bernie Witkowski 

1950s version of a folk dance from the Carpathian Mountains 
of Ukraine.  Recorded 12/2001 in Dr. Bob Carman's office. 

Inamorata Waltz    (1:52)  Harry Warren                                 1955 - Dean Martin filmed this "Sweethearts' Waltz" in Artists and 
Models.  Recorded 12/2001 in Dr. Bob Carman's office.  

Immigrant Eyes   (4:45) Roger Murrah, Lyrics by Guy Clark 1988 - Lou Ligouri's two grandfathers came from Italy to work in 
the Endicott tanneries. His father is a 49 year veteran of EJ. 

Danny Boy    (2:55) Lyrics by Frederick Weatherly  1913 - Irish neighborhoods were located across the Triple Cities. 

On A Clear Day    (2:56) Burton Lane, Lyrics by Alan J. 
Lerner  

1965 - Recorded 6/2009 at the Schorr Family Firehouse Stage
 .

The Prayer    (3:20) Carole Bayer Sager & David 
Foster, Arranged by T. Chinn 

1998 - Dedicated to the American Civic Association which has 
offered Americanization classes for immigrants since 1939. 

EJ Chorus Closing Ode   (1:20) Medley, Lyrics by Eugene Farrell  
Arranged by Ken Turner  From the 1950s-60s EJ Chorus members' songbook. 

 

Lyrics for EJ Shoe Tunes tracks 3, 4, 14, 17, 19, & 28 can be found at  www.ctandi.org/EJ/Shoe Tunes.
 

                          BY  MELVIN DUBOFSKY, PROFESSOR 

                          For more than half century music played an 
integral role in the efforts of the Endicott Johnson Corporation 
to create among its employees, managers, and senior 
executives the image of an harmonious, contented corporate 
family. Nearly every aspect of the policies implemented by the 
shoe company’s senior executive and patriarch, George F. 
Johnson, sought to build upon the concept of the happy 
family in which the most senior members (corporate executives 
and middle managers) cared for the needs of less mature 
family members (employees and their children). The company 
provided its permanent employees and their families with 
medical coverage; it offered them the opportunity to 
purchase modest single-family homes at below market-rate 
prices and moderate mortgage interest rates; it provided 
employees and family members with low-cost, nutritious meals 
in the company’s cafeterias; and it sprinkled the Triple Cities 
with parks, playgrounds, carousels, and pools to be shared by 
local residents as well as employees.  
     Nothing symbolized George F. Johnson’s dedication to the 
concept of transforming a business enterprise into an extension  
of the traditional family better than a statue erected in a park  

that the Johnson family deeded to the City of Binghamton.   In the 
center of George F. Johnson Recreation Park rises a statue of a seated 
George F. dressed in formal business attire encircled by a tanner with 
hide and a small girl presenting the corporate patriarch with a bouquet 
in gratitude for the company’s generosity to its employees and their 
families.   
      Along with the material fringe benefits EJ provided its employees, it 
also catered to their cultural needs with a variety of musical diversions. 
In a time before radio, advanced forms of in-home musical reproduc-
tion, and television, and when few common workers could afford to 
purchase pianos or quality musical instruments, EJ established a 
company band, a chorus, and other forms of musical entertainment for 
its corporate family.  It offered such diversions from the era of World War 
I into the 1960s. Not only did the music seek to entertain its audiences; it 
also promoted EJ’s family ethos, George F. Johnson’s image as 
corporate patriarch, and the company’s products. The 1919 EJ Workers’ 
Song sung to the tune of Marching Through Georgia, included the 
following lyrics in its refrain and chorus: 
       'Tis Labor Day in Binghamton, Geo. F. Day, if you please…  
       The shoe man’s Happy Family.   We march along the way    
       And sing “Geo. F. is King today.” 
     

  

The E J  Family and Its Music
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a venue within     the Goodwill Theatre     Performing      Arts Complex .


